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January 10, 2014      “I love this city, I love my ward, and of course, my constituents,”  is the reason Leanne Piper is adding her 
name to the ballot for a third term representing Ward 5 on Guelph City Council.   “We are at a unique crossroads in our city, we 
are in a rapidly growing region in Canada, and we are making great progress in building the best city in the country without losing 
our unique character,” says Piper.  “Many of our long-term investments are starting to pay off.” 

 

Leanne Piper has served the constituents of Ward 5 since 2006, after serving as a trustee on the Upper Grand District School 
Board.  She is no stranger to budgets, planning issues and community engagement.   She has worked professionally in the public 
sector, private sector and non-profit sector, and also brings years of volunteer experience in community groups to the table.   

 

“On-the-ground constituency work is my favourite part of the job,” according to Piper.  “That’s where you hear the good, the bad, 
and creative solutions.  We can always improve how we deliver services, and some of the best feedback comes directly from the 
residents.”    Piper attends neighbourhood meetings, organizes issue-related community events, one-on-one meetings and uses 
social media (Facebook, Twitter and a website) to stay in touch with her constituents. 

 

 “With the newly-approved Open Government Framework, we are well ahead of other cities in opening up City Hall for residents 
to access information,” Piper says.   If elected to another term she would like to take that a step further, envisioning more two-
way citizen interaction with councillors, such as online town halls and the ability to leverage technology for increased democratic 
participation.    

 

Other key issues that she sees as crucial to Guelph’s future are:  a diverse economic base, affordability, healthy neighbourhoods, 
appropriate infill to protect the unique character of the city, and building resiliency to the effects of climate change through 
investments in energy security, urban forestry and protection of our natural heritage.   

 

Piper has one the strongest records of committee work on Council during her two terms in office.  She chaired the Planning, 
Building, Environment and Engineering Committee for four years, as well as the Joint Social Services and Land Ambulance 
Committee.  She has also served on the Governance committee, Operations, Transit and Emergency Services committee and on 
the boards of Family and Children’s Services, Macdonald Stewart Art Centre, Guelph Junction Railway, Wellington-Guelph-Dufferin 
Board of Health and Guelph Police Services Board.      

 

Piper currently works as a Manager at the University of Guelph, and is enrolled in the MA (Leadership) program.   Three 
generations of her family currently live in Ward 5.  
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For further information, contact information: 

 
Leanne Piper 
Email:     leanne@ward5.ca 
Website:     ward5.ca 
Facebook:    www.facebook.com/leannepiper.councillor 
Twitter:  @ward5guelph 
Phone:    519-824-9000 
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